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This guide will answer the following questions and topics: 

➢ What can I expect from the Montrose Virtual program? 
➢ Is virtual learning right for my student? 

➢ How can I help my virtual student be successful? 
➢ Special Education and virtual learning 

➢ Technology and Material Needs 
 

 

  

With ample support, virtual education can be a very effective way to learn and is a 
great option for students who are unable to attend school in person. However, 

virtual courses are quite different from face-to-face instruction so it is very 
important to know what is expected and what kind of support students will need in 
order to be successful. Research shows that students who are well prepared and 

well supported for virtual learning will do better in their classes. 

 

The dedicated staff members of Montrose Community Schools have worked together to create learning plans for 

the 2020-2021 school year. Additional resources are located on the district website at www.montroseschhols.org  

 

http://www.montroseschhols.org/


 

 

 

Welcome! 

  

Welcome to the Montrose Community Schools virtual learning program. We are so excited that you are 
joining us on this educational journey.  

     

Classes begin August 24th. Your student’s teacher 
will be in contact with your family prior to this date 

to welcome you to Montrose Virtual.  

Your child’s teacher will provide a pre-recorded 

tutorial video on how to access our learning 
platform. 

Prior to the first day of school, we will distribute a 

device and materials needed for virtual learning. 
You will also be able to meet your child’s teacher 
at this time.  

 

 Students in grades K-7 will be assigned a virtual 
teacher and use Accelerate Learning for 

coursework.  

Students in grades 8-12th will be assigned a virtual 

teacher and will use Edgenuity for coursework. 

All Montrose Virtual educators will collaborate with 
grade level face-to-face teachers to ensure similar 

pacing and expectations.  

Special education students will have a case 
manager dedicated to providing assistance. 

Students will receive support from ancillary staff in 
accordance with their IEP. 

   

 

 

 

We anticipate that most students will return to face-to-face learning in January or at the 
completion of the 2020-21 school year. For those students returning in January, student 
placement decisions will be based on current class sizes and scheduling. 

 

 

 

 

 

Students enrolled in Montrose Virtual are expected to follow the district calendar and log 

in daily to complete coursework.  

All students will benefit from a learning coach, especially students in grades K-7. A 
learning coach is a parent, family member, or other adult that is at home with the 

student.  

The role of the learning coach is to: 

➢ Guide the student through lessons 

➢ Discuss concepts being taught 
➢ Assist with interactive tools and activities 

➢ Help facilitate hands-on learning expected in the course 
➢ Keep the student on schedule and on pace 
➢ Ensure all components of the course are being completed with fidelity 

➢ Communicate with your child’s virtual teacher as needed 
 

Please see the following video for a futher introduction to the role of a learning coach.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y9FG8csyBrQ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y9FG8csyBrQ
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General Information 

What will a virtual class look like?  

Edgenuity and Accelerate Learning content may be provided through the Canvas platform. Instruction may also be a combination 

of live virtual sessions, small group guided practice and intervention, and individual student assessments.  

Students will complete learning tasks, practice sessions, assignments and assessments. Teachers will provide feedback and 

grades.  

Does my student have to check in every day?  

Yes. In accordance with the district calendar, students are expected to complete daily learning tasks. Further interaction will occur 

through email communication and live chats via Zoom or Google Meet.  

Expectations for online learning will be dependent on the grade level of the student and how many courses he/she is taking 

online. Parents and students should expect to invest roughly 30 minutes to 1 hour per subject area each day. See page 7 for daily 

learning expectation.  

Must my student log in at a certain time every day?  

For students in grades K-7, your child will be expected to participate in one day of synchronous learning each week. This includes 

2 virtual lessons, small group practice or intervention and individual assessment sessions as needed. The rest of the week, 

student will work asynchronously. This means students can complete their coursework at a pace that is convenient to your family. 

See page 7-8 for examples of virtual learning teacher and student schedules.  

For students in grades 8-12, most work will be asynchronous.  

Is Montrose Virtual similar to what was offered during the spring COVID-19 

shutdown?  

No. The virtual learning for the 2020-2021 school year will look different than what the District offered last spring. Montrose 

Virtual will be more robust, rigorous and will require significantly more time than was required during the mandated school 

closure last spring. Montrose Virtual teachers will receive professional development on how to design, implement and deliver 

virtual coursework.  

Will elective courses be available to Montrose Virtual students?  

Some elective courses may be offered virtually; however, the course selections may be limited. 

If I choose Montrose Virtual, will a teacher be available to interact with students via 

Zoom or to answer questions during school hours?  

Yes, teachers will interact with students virtually through Zoom, Google Meet, or another platform. There will be scheduled office 

hours for your support Monday-Friday. Please see the attached elementary sample schedule on page 6. You can expect Montrose 

Virtual teachers to respond to questions within 24 hours.  

What are the expectations for assignment completion? 

It is expected that students who choose the virtual option follow assignment guidelines and due dates. If you are unable to meet 

the assignment submission expectations it is important that you contact your virtual teacher for assistance. 

Will a virtual student be marked absent if they do not check in each day?  

Yes. Some form of two-way communication between the student and instructor must occur each scheduled school day. The 

frequency of that two-way communication will vary depending on the student’s grade level.  



 

4 | P a g e  
 

Special Education 

➢ Every student enrolled in Montrose Virtual with an IEP or 504 will have their plans reviewed and, if 

needed, amended. 

➢ Students receiving special education services will be assigned a case manager (special education 

teacher) who will be working with the virtual teacher to deliver instruction and provide supports. 

Sessions may be delivered by both teachers together, or by the special education teacher and the 

virtual teacher individually.  

➢ Virtual students will benefit from having access to a supportive adult in the home who can serve as 

the learning coach.  

➢ It is important to communicate clearly with your virtual teacher and case manager to ensure your child 

is receiving the support necessary to be successful in the virtual learning environment.  

➢ The expectation is that special education students will reach their goals as written in his/her IEP.  

➢ Speech, occupational therapy, physical therapy and social work services will be offered virtually. This 

may include virtual sessions or parental consultations and coaching. Some goals may need to be 

reviewed and amended for the online environment.  

 

 

 

        Technology & Materials 

➢ If you signed up for Montrose Virtual and requested a device, the district will provide one. If you need 

to request a device please contact your child’s building administrator. Devices for virtual students will 

be distributed prior to the first week of school. You will be contacted for your designated pick-up time.   

➢ The student is responsible for the care of his/her device. If you encounter difficulties with your device 

or online learning, please contact your child’s virtual teacher.  

➢ It is required that virtual students have internet access at home. If you are having difficulties finding a 

local internet provider please contact your virtual teacher for assistance.  

➢ The district will provide materials and supplies when necessary to complete coursework. The first set 

of materials can be picked up during device distribution. There are two types of materials that will be 

distributed to students: 

o Consumables: These supplies will be used use during activities and experiments. It is likely 

they will not be used more than once.  

▪ Example: paper cups, soil, seeds, and yarn  

o Reusable Supplies: This includes supplies used throughout the learning modules, so be sure 

to keep them in your supply bin.  

▪ Example: scissors, crayons, markers, glue, and a ruler 

o We may ask that some supplies be returned at the end of the semester/year. Your virtual 

teacher will provide you with a list of these items.  
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Internet Etiquette   
Please see the Montrose Community Schools student handbook for expectations regarding online learning 

at https://www.montroseschools.org/Page/467. Here are some general rules of thumb for good digital 

citizenship: 

➢ Knowing how to properly submit your work is key to your success as a virtual student. Please be sure to follow 

the assignment submission guidelines provided by your virtual teacher.   

➢ Think before you type. A passing comment spoken in class can be forgotten a few minutes later but what you 

share in an online classroom discussion is part of a permanent digital record. A good rule of thumb to follow is if 

you’re comfortable standing up in front of a classroom and saying your message, then it’s most likely OK to 

share online.  

➢ During a virtual meeting, please be sure to find a quiet place free of distractions to participate. Being familiar 

with the mute button will ensure virtual sessions run smoothly and will help to avoid talking over your teacher or 

classmates. 

 

 Tips for Success  

Understand virtual learning practices and expectations. To successfully learn online, you need to dedicate a 

significant amount of time and fully commit to your learning process, just as you would do for a face-to-face course.  

Set daily goals. Setting a clear goal can help you stay motivated. Goals should be specific and easy to measure, 

such as “I’ll watch all the videos in Lesson 1 and complete the Review Questions at the end of the chapter.”  

Create a dedicated study space. Ensure that your learning space is quiet, organized and available for use at any 

time. Remove any distractions from the space, and if possible, make it separate from your bed or couch. A clear 

distinction between where you study and where you take a break can help you focus. Avoid distractions such as cell 

phones, social media, and television while you are learning.  

Set time limits. Depending on your grade level, plan to spend 30 to 60 minutes per subject each day. Try to stick 

to your time limits, as this will help you develop personal responsibility.  

Stay on schedule. Stick to your study plan. Try to avoid procrastination, make sure you stay organized and are not 

falling behind in your virtual classes. If you are having difficulties submitting your assignments on time, contact your 

virtual teacher and let him/her know, so that they can help you create a consistent study routine.  

Ask for help when you need it. While it may be constructive to look for answers to your virtual course-related 

questions independently, hesitating to contact your virtual teacher when you are stuck may be problematic. Keep in 

mind that if you don’t ask for help when you need it, your online instructor may never know that something is 

wrong.  

Take study breaks. It is important to notice when you are feeling tired, frustrated or unfocused. Consider taking 

frequent brain breaks to help you remain on task. When taking a break, make sure to get away from your study 

space. Consider a mild physical activity, such as a walk outside, to help you renew your energy and clear your mind.  

 

 

Source: Getting The Most Out Of Your eLearning Course: 10 Study Tips For Online Learners  

https://www.montroseschools.org/Page/467
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Meet our Montrose Virtual teachers 
K-2 Teacher/Mentor 

Kassidi Adams    kadams@montroseschools.org 

3-5 Teacher/Mentor 

Krista Lee    klee@montroseschools.org 

6-7 Teacher/Mentor 

Kathryn Smalley    ksmalley@montroseschools.org 

8-12 Teacher/Mentor 

Janel Moore    jmoore@montroseschools.org 

Cristin Fox    cfox@montroseschools.org 

Sue Donley    sdonley@montroseschools.org 

Brandon Marks    bmarks@montroseschools.org 
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Sample Schedules for Virtual Learning 
SAMPLE of Kindergarten Virtual Learning Student Schedule 

*Subject to Change* 

 
➢ Virtual students in grades K-7 are expected to be available 1 day each week for synchronous sessions. 
➢ K-7 virtual students have 18 modules to complete each semester. Students should aim to complete 1 module per subject 

each week. This is an estimated 2-3 learning tasks per subject each day.  
➢ It is important that students take frequent brain breaks throughout their virtual learning day.  

 

SAMPLE of Timeframes for Daily Learning Expectations 
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SAMPLE of K-2  Virtual Learning Teacher Schedule 

*Subject to Change* 

 
➢ Virtual students in grades K-7 are expected to be available 1 day each week for synchronous sessions. See sample grade 

level times highlighted in blue, green and pink. 

➢ Teachers are available to assist families during office hours and learning coach support times. 
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If you have questions about Montrose Virtual or need support, please refer to the contact information below. 

 

 

https://www.montroseschools.org  

 

 

montrosevirtual@montroseschools.org 

 

https://www.montroseschools.org/
mailto:montrosevirtual@montroseschools.org

